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This slide deck was developed by the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) with 
input from AMO’s Indigenous Relations Task Force. AMO is a non-profit representing 
almost all of Ontario’s 444 municipal governments. This slide deck is a 101, intended to 
provide municipal representatives with a high-level overview of Indigenous peoples and 
reconciliation in Ontario that speaks to the needs, interests and specific responsibilities of 
municipal governments in the Province.

This resource is limited and incomplete, with a complex subject matter that is rapidly 
evolving. It was created for municipal staff and elected officials by municipal 
representatives in light of a shortage of information designed specifically for Ontario’s 
municipal governments. We encourage individual municipalities to supplement this deck 
with information and guidance from other sources, including from neighbouring 
Indigenous communities, local and provincial Indigenous organizations and other 
community champions in your area. Information and guidance is also available from the 
Federal and Ontario governments. In certain circumstances, it may be advisable to seek 
input from legal counsel. Content on Indigenous organizations was sourced from their 
respective websites. 

We thank the Ontario Federation of Indigenous Friendship Centres for their input and 
feedback in the development of this deck. 
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BEFORE WE GET STARTED



To give municipal officials and staff an overview regarding:

 Indigenous People in Ontario
 Traditional and Treaty Territories
 Land Claims
 Key Indigenous Organizations 
 Provincial/Federal/Other Resources 
 Tips for Advancing Municipal-Indigenous Relations 
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WEBINAR OBJECTIVE AND CONTENT 
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INDIGENOUS PEOPLE 
IN ONTARIO



 Indigenous communities and people are located in urban, 
rural, and remote Ontario. 

 Indigenous people are diverse. There are many nations and 
communities, multiple languages and various perspectives. 

 They include: 
 The First Nations (Indian Bands under the Indian Act)
 Métis communities
 Inuit people living in Ontario originally from communities in Nunavut, 

the Yukon, the NWT, Quebec and Labrador
 ‘Urban’ Indigenous people living in cities, towns and rural 

municipalities. 
 Includes First Nation members, Métis, Inuit people and non-status Indigenous 

people. Non-status Indigenous people are those who self-identify as Indigenous 
but do not have ‘Indian Status’ under the Indian Act. 

 Urban Indigenous communities have been developing their own service delivery 
networks and representative organizations for decades (e.g. the Friendship 
Centre movement, the Ontario Native Women’s Association, etc.)
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INDIGENOUS PEOPLE IN ONTARIO



 Due to Indian Act rules around Indian status and First Nation 
membership, many individuals with direct t ies to Indigenous 
communities may not be ‘Status Indians. ’  

 The Indian Act is considered problematic legislation by many Indigenous 
people. Many have nonetheless resisted its abolishment. 

 Historically, many Indigenous women lost Indian status upon marrying non-
Indigenous or non-status men.  

 Indigenous individuals who obtained a university degree, became a doctor or 
lawyer or served in the Canadian army could lose status.

 In some instances, Indigenous parents may have chosen to not register their 
children as Status Indians to avoid harmful government policies, such as 
residential schools. 

 Amendments to the Indian Act have gone some way to rectify this 
but the legislation’s harmful legacy remains. This legacy l inks 
directly to the continued challenges faced by Indigenous 
communities today. 
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INDIGENOUS PEOPLE IN ONTARIO



 Algonquin 
 Anishinaabe

 Algonquin
 Chippewa
 Mississauga
 Ojibwa
 Odawa 
 Potawatomi
 Saulteaux

 Cree
 Oji-Cree
 Lenape (Munsee-Delaware)

 Inuit  
 The Inuit do not have traditional 

territory in Ontario but many live in 
urban centres such as Ottawa. 

 Iroquoian 
 Haudenosaunee (Six Nations) 

Confederacy 
 Cayuga
 Mohawk
 Oneida
 Onondaga
 Seneca
 Tuscarora 

 Huron-Wendat
 Petun
 Neutral Confederacy 

 Métis 
 The Métis people in Ontario are 

historically based in the fur trade 
where First Nations women and 
European traders intermarried and 
whose “mixed-ancestry” descendants 
developed a unique identity and 
culture. Today, Métis people live in 
both urban and rural areas across the 
province. Michif is a Métis language 
spoken in Ontario. 
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INDIGENOUS PEOPLE AND LANGUAGE 
GROUPINGS IN ONTARIO



C o p y r i g h t  
G o v e r n m e n t  o f  
C a n a d a  
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FIRST 
NATIONS 
IN 
ONTARIO



D a t a  S o u r c e :  
S t a t i s t i c s  C a n a d a ,  
‘ A b o r i g i n a l
P o p u l a t i o n  P r o f i l e ,  
2 0 1 6 ’
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ONTARIO’S 
INDIGENOUS 
POPULATION 
IS YOUNG, 
GROWING 
AND 
THRIVING 



ONTARIO’S 10 MOST INDIGENOUS MUNICIPALITIES

10

Municipality Total Population Indigenous Identified Total Percentage of Indigenous Identified 
Moosonee TV 1470 1140 78%
Killarney MU 335 205 61%
Mattawa T 1895 765 40%
Pickle Lake TP 330 125 38%
Sioux Lookout MU 5200 1955 38%
Papineau-Cameron TP 1075 360 33%
Greenstone MU 4570 1455 32%
Morley TP 495 155 31%
Spanish T 740 215 29%
Nipigon TP 1590 445 28%

 45 municipal governments in Ontario have 
a population that is over 15% Indigenous. 
 Municipalities with large Indigenous 

populations are concentrated in North East 
and North West Ontario.  


Sheet1

		Aboriginal iden		Total - Population in private households by Aboriginal identity		  Aboriginal identity		Percentage

		Municipality 		Total Population		Column3		Column4

		Moosonee TV		1470		1140		78%

		Killarney MU		335		205		61%

		Mattawa T		1895		765		40%

		Pickle Lake TP		330		125		38%

		Sioux Lookout MU		5200		1955		38%														Municipality 		Total Population		Indigenous Identified Total		Percentage of Indigenous Identified 

		Papineau-Cameron TP		1075		360		33%														Moosonee TV		1470		1140		78%

		Greenstone MU		4570		1455		32%														Killarney MU		335		205		61%

		Morley TP		495		155		31%														Mattawa T		1895		765		40%

		Spanish T		740		215		29%														Pickle Lake TP		330		125		38%

		Nipigon TP		1590		445		28%														Sioux Lookout MU		5200		1955		38%

		Ear Falls TP		950		265		28%														Papineau-Cameron TP		1075		360		33%

		Rainy River		19755		5400		27%														Greenstone MU		4570		1455		32%

		White River TP		665		180		27%														Morley TP		495		155		31%

		Head, Clara and Maria TP		210		55		26%														Spanish T		740		215		29%

		Fort Frances T		7550		1870		25%														Nipigon TP		1590		445		28%

		Machin MU		945		230		24%

		Mattawan TP		130		30		23%

		Red Lake MU		4040		885		22%

		Assiginack TP		1005		215		21%

		Kenora CY		14790		3155		21%

		South Algonquin TP		1080		230		21%

		Limerick TP		330		70		21%

		Cochrane T		5240		1045		20%

		Dryden CY		7580		1470		19%

		Deseronto T		1755		340		19%

		Ignace TP		1195		230		19%

		Penetanguishene T		8370		1545		18%

		Red Rock TP		880		160		18%

		Gauthier TP		140		25		18%

		Dorion TP		280		50		18%

		Sudbury		21245		3725		18%

		French River / Rivière des Français M		2610		455		17%

		Calvin MU		460		80		17%

		Sables-Spanish Rivers TP		3185		540		17%

		Blind River T		3405		575		17%

		West Nipissing / Nipissing Ouest M		14035		2320		17%

		Cochrane		78515		12835		16%

		Wollaston TP		680		110		16%

		Harley TP		595		95		16%

		Thessalon T		1180		185		16%

		Atikokan T		2690		420		16%

		Chapleau TP		1940		300		15%

		Thunder Bay		143085		21755		15%

		Matachewan TP		165		25		15%

		James TP		435		65		15%

		Dawson TP		435		65		15%

		Northeastern Manitoulin and the Islands MU		2595		385		15%

		Bonfield TP		1970		290		15%

		Midland T		16350		2330		14%

		Nipissing		81280		11540		14%

		Algoma		112050		15455		14%

		Sioux Narrows-Nestor Falls TP		545		75		14%

		Laurentian Hills T		2980		405		14%

		Tehkummah TP		445		60		13%

		Georgian Bay TP		2475		330		13%

		Lake of the Woods TP		265		35		13%

		Larder Lake TP		760		100		13%

		Wawa MU		2860		375		13%

		St.-Charles MU		1275		165		13%

		Thunder Bay CY		105220		13485		13%

		Marathon T		3260		415		13%

		Tay TP		9940		1260		13%

		Faraday TP		1395		175		13%

		Tiny TP		11540		1445		13%

		Bancroft T		3745		465		12%

		Iroquois Falls T		4415		545		12%

		The Archipelago TP		490		60		12%

		Cobalt T		1145		140		12%

		Laird TP		1045		125		12%

		Hastings Highlands MU		4055		485		12%

		Opasatika TP		210		25		12%

		Espanola T		4900		570		12%

		Baldwin TP		610		70		11%

		Timmins CY		41230		4710		11%

		Sault Ste. Marie CY		71880		8120		11%

		Laurentian Valley TP		9380		1045		11%

		Thornloe VL		90		10		11%

		Carlow/Mayo TP		860		95		11%

		Pembroke CY		13050		1440		11%

		South River VL		1095		120		11%

		Manitouwadge TP		1925		210		11%

		East Ferris MU		4600		500		11%

		North Bay CY		50370		5415		11%

		North Algona Wilberforce TP		2890		310		11%

		Nairn and Hyman TP		330		35		11%

		Markstay-Warren MU		2645		280		11%

		Macdonald, Meredith and Aberdeen Additional TP		1610		170		11%

		Temagami MU		765		80		10%

		Tyendinaga TP		4290		445		10%

		Tudor and Cashel TP		630		65		10%

		Alberton TP		970		100		10%

		Kapuskasing T		8115		815		10%

		Central Frontenac TP		4295		425		10%

		Kirkland Lake T		7745		765		10%

		Billings TP		660		65		10%

		Hornepayne TP		965		95		10%

		Chisholm TP		1280		125		10%

		Rainy River T		770		75		10%

		Elliot Lake CY		10580		1030		10%

		Dubreuilville TP		565		55		10%

		Addington Highlands TP		2255		215		10%

		Greater Sudbury / Grand Sudbury		158785		15060		9%

		The North Shore TP		475		45		9%

		Greater Sudbury / Grand Sudbury CV		158665		14960		9%

		Horton TP		2885		270		9%

		Chapple TP		645		60		9%

		Hilton TP		325		30		9%

		Terrace Bay TP		1590		145		9%

		La Vallee TP		940		85		9%

		Renfrew		99265		8460		9%		1

		Parry Sound T		6105		520		9%

		Oliver Paipoonge MU		5865		495		8%

		Petawawa T		16320		1375		8%

		Englehart T		1435		120		8%

		Bonnechere Valley TP		3610		295		8%		2

		Hilliard TP		185		15		8%

		Charlton and Dack MU		680		55		8%

		Timiskaming		31675		2560		8%		3

		Smooth Rock Falls T		1300		105		8%		4

		Gordon/Barrie Island MU		435		35		8%		5

		Schreiber TP		1120		90		8%		6

		Emo TP		1320		105		8%		7

		Renfrew T		7820		615		8%		8

		Whitewater Region TP		6825		520		8%		9

		Callander MU		3810		290		8%		10

		Gillies TP		530		40		8%

		Killaloe, Hagarty and Richards TP		2410		180		7%

		Prince TP		1010		75		7%

		Hastings		133710		9850		7%

		Parry Sound		41850		3080		7%

		Highlands East MU		3330		245		7%

		Hearst T		4980		360		7%

		Black River-Matheson TP		2425		170		7%

		Kerns TP		365		25		7%

		North Kawartha TP		2455		165		7%

		Deep River T		4050		270		7%

		Nipissing TP		1670		105		6%

		Orillia CY		29955		1840		6%

		Temiskaming Shores CY		9675		590		6%

		McKellar TP		1100		65		6%

		Edwardsburgh/Cardinal TP		7085		410		6%

		McDougall MU		2695		155		6%

		Madawaska Valley TP		3785		215		6%

		Brantford CY		95780		5395		6%

		Burk's Falls VL		980		55		6%

		Lambton		124600		6890		6%

		Central Manitoulin MU		2030		110		5%

		Arnprior T		8520		460		5%

		Greater Napanee T		15360		820		5%

		Gore Bay T		750		40		5%

		Admaston/Bromley TP		2935		155		5%

		Lanark Highlands TP		5315		280		5%

		Brant		132240		6910		5%

		Newbury VL		480		25		5%

		Port Colborne CY		17860		920		5%

		Plummer Additional TP		680		35		5%

		Machar TP		875		45		5%

		Val Rita-Harty TP		780		40		5%

		Hilton Beach VL		195		10		5%

		Tarbutt and Tarbutt Additional TP		490		25		5%

		Belleville CY		49350		2485		5%

		Marmora and Lake MU		3815		190		5%

		Powassan MU		3230		160		5%

		Lennox and Addington		41200		2040		5%

		Asphodel-Norwood TP		3980		195		5%

		Shuniah MU		2780		135		5%

		Quinte West CY		42860		2080		5%

		Beckwith TP		7630		370		5%

		McNab/Braeside TP		7165		345		5%

		Stirling-Rawdon TP		4780		230		5%

		Montague TP		3680		175		5%

		Stone Mills TP		7680		365		5%

		Centre Hastings MU		4745		225		5%

		Bruce		66720		3160		5%

		Armstrong TP		1165		55		5%

		Simcoe		471130		21955		5%

		Smiths Falls T		8595		400		5%

		Front of Yonge TP		2580		120		5%

		Fort Erie T		30280		1395		5%

		Peterborough		135075		6160		5%

		Huron Shores MU		1645		75		5%

		Carleton Place T		10325		470		5%

		Fauquier-Strickland TP		550		25		5%

		Severn TP		13390		600		4%

		Northern Bruce Peninsula MU		3840		170		4%

		Owen Sound CY		20345		895		4%

		Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry		110815		4845		4%

		Prescott T		4100		175		4%

		Conmee TP		820		35		4%

		Greater Madawaska TP		2490		105		4%

		South Bruce Peninsula T		8185		345		4%

		Cornwall CY		45175		1890		4%

		Peterborough CY		78530		3275		4%

		Clarence-Rockland C		24020		995		4%

		Gananoque T		5000		205		4%

		Carling TP		1100		45		4%

		Madoc TP		2080		85		4%

		Otonabee-South Monaghan TP		6610		270		4%

		Chatham-Kent		99775		4070		4%

		St. Joseph TP		1240		50		4%

		Loyalist TP		15900		640		4%

		Ramara TP		9455		380		4%

		Cramahe TP		6355		255		4%

		Springwater TP		18950		750		4%

		Merrickville-Wolford VL		2915		115		4%

		Mattice-Val Côté TP		635		25		4%

		Trent Lakes MU		5340		210		4%

		Neebing MU		2050		80		4%

		Sarnia CY		70370		2745		4%

		Gravenhurst T		11090		430		4%

		Lanark		67210		2605		4%

		Welland CY		51500		1995		4%

		Barrie CY		139055		5250		4%

		North Frontenac TP		1855		70		4%

		Alfred and Plantagenet TP		9410		355		4%

		Moonbeam TP		1210		45		4%

		Amherstburg T		21655		805		4%

		Chatham-Kent MU		99380		3685		4%

		Frontenac		146715		5435		4%

		Tweed MU		5820		215		4%

		Muskoka		58340		2155		4%

		South Stormont TP		12955		475		4%

		South Frontenac TP		18590		680		4%

		Casey TP		415		15		4%

		Burpee and Mills TP		425		15		4%

		Kingston CY		120220		4225		4%

		North Grenville MU		16245		570		4%

		Bruce Mines T		570		20		4%

		Rideau Lakes TP		10270		360		4%

		Bracebridge T		15570		545		4%

		Brock TP		11360		395		3%

		Leeds and Grenville		98790		3415		3%

		Leeds and the Thousand Islands TP		9335		320		3%

		Havelock-Belmont-Methuen TP		4525		155		3%

		Haldimand County CY		45025		1540		3%

		Cavan Monaghan TP		8625		295		3%

		West Elgin MU		4915		165		3%

		St. Clair TP		14065		470		3%

		Latchford T		300		10		3%

		Brockville CY		21065		700		3%

		Essa TP		20125		665		3%

		Perry TP		2435		80		3%

		The Nation / La Nation M		12545		410		3%

		Haldimand-Norfolk		107585		3455		3%

		Prescott and Russell		87260		2800		3%

		Whitestone MU		935		30		3%

		Russell TP		16220		515		3%

		Saugeen Shores T		13425		425		3%

		Mississippi Mills T		12860		405		3%

		Thorold CY		18550		580		3%

		Chatsworth TP		6545		200		3%

		Prince Edward County CY		24100		735		3%

		Prince Edward		24105		735		3%

		Tay Valley TP		5315		160		3%

		Brudenell, Lyndoch and Raglan TP		1500		45		3%

		Wasaga Beach T		20405		610		3%

		Haliburton		17780		525		3%

		Oshawa CY		157630		4640		3%

		Johnson TP		680		20		3%

		Norfolk County CY		62425		1795		3%

		Collingwood T		21145		605		3%

		Oro-Medonte TP		21005		600		3%

		Southwest Middlesex MU		5610		160		3%

		Frontenac Islands TP		1755		50		3%

		Lambton Shores MU		10385		295		3%

		Selwyn TP		16905		480		3%

		McGarry TP		705		20		3%

		Lakeshore T		36365		1030		3%

		Ontario		13242160		374395		3%

		Kincardine MU		11165		315		3%

		Warwick TP		3565		100		3%

		Niagara		438160		12250		3%

		Casselman VL		3440		95		3%

		Wainfleet TP		6350		175		3%

		St. Thomas CY		38130		1045		3%

		Georgina T		44765		1225		3%

		Northumberland		83365		2280		3%

		St. Catharines CY		129845		3545		3%

		Petrolia T		5500		150		3%

		Augusta TP		7335		200		3%

		Kawartha Lakes		73375		1995		3%

		Kawartha Lakes CY		73375		1995		3%

		Huntsville T		19370		525		3%

		Point Edward VL		2035		55		3%

		Essex T		19580		525		3%

		Brant CY		35865		940		3%

		Niagara Falls CY		85975		2240		3%

		Windsor CY		213985		5565		3%

		Ingersoll T		12575		325		3%

		Magnetawan MU		1360		35		3%

		London CY		378040		9725		3%

		Grey		91735		2355		3%

		Clarington MU		91195		2325		3%

		Strathroy-Caradoc MU		20535		520		3%

		Drummond/North Elmsley TP		7720		195		3%

		Essex		391000		9865		3%

		Perth T		5775		145		3%

		Ottawa CV		916855		22955		3%

		Ottawa		916860		22955		3%

		Alnwick/Haldimand TP		6825		170		2%

		Middlesex		448540		11145		2%

		Innisfil T		36440		905		2%

		South Dundas MU		10690		265		2%

		Strong TP		1430		35		2%

		North Stormont TP		6780		165		2%

		Aylmer T		7425		180		2%

		Brighton MU		11160		270		2%

		Central Elgin MU		12535		300		2%

		Hanover T		7325		175		2%

		Trent Hills MU		12605		300		2%

		Seguin TP		4240		100		2%

		Woodstock CY		39980		940		2%

		Shelburne T		7875		185		2%

		Adjala-Tosorontio TP		10880		255		2%

		South Glengarry TP		12890		300		2%

		Cobourg T		18715		435		2%

		Tillsonburg T		15590		360		2%

		North Dundas TP		11085		255		2%

		Hamilton		527930		12135		2%

		Hamilton C		527930		12130		2%

		Tecumseh T		23070		525		2%

		Champlain TP		8570		195		2%

		Elgin		87605		1975		2%

		Georgian Bluffs TP		10425		235		2%

		Minden Hills TP		6005		135		2%

		New Tecumseth T		33735		750		2%

		Mono T		8555		190		2%

		Guelph/Eramosa TP		12650		280		2%

		Athens TP		2950		65		2%

		Grand Valley T		2955		65		2%

		Hawkesbury T		9820		215		2%

		Coleman TP		460		10		2%

		Armour TP		1385		30		2%

		South Huron MU		9700		205		2%

		Evanturel TP		475		10		2%

		Scugog TP		21250		445		2%

		West Grey MU		12240		255		2%

		Hamilton TP		10920		225		2%

		Dutton/Dunwich MU		3730		75		2%

		Kingsville T		20315		405		2%

		Cambridge CY		127840		2540		2%

		Orangeville T		28350		560		2%

		Durham		639495		12535		2%

		Douro-Dummer TP		6690		130		2%

		East Gwillimbury T		23435		455		2%

		Dufferin		60845		1170		2%

		Kitchener CY		230005		4410		2%

		Meaford MU		10845		205		2%

		Mulmur TP		3460		65		2%

		Oxford		109155		2050		2%

		LaSalle T		29930		555		2%

		Grey Highlands MU		9715		180		2%

		Southwold TP		4330		80		2%

		West Lincoln TP		14470		265		2%

		Howick TP		3835		70		2%

		Elizabethtown-Kitley TP		9335		170		2%

		Uxbridge TP		20970		380		2%

		Centre Wellington TP		27635		500		2%

		Arran-Elderslie MU		6715		120		2%

		Leamington MU		25955		460		2%

		Muskoka Lakes TP		6495		115		2%

		Pelham T		16670		295		2%

		Westport VL		570		10		2%

		Algonquin Highlands TP		2280		40		2%

		Wilmot TP		20290		355		2%

		Adelaide-Metcalfe TP		2860		50		2%

		Lincoln T		22955		400		2%

		North Dumfries TP		10120		175		2%

		Port Hope MU		16280		280		2%

		Stratford CY		30625		525		2%

		Waterloo		527340		8980		2%

		Halton Hills T		60195		1025		2%

		Wellington North TP		11605		195		2%

		Brooke-Alvinston MU		2410		40		2%

		Bradford West Gwillimbury T		34965		580		2%

		Plympton-Wyoming T		7775		125		2%

		Erin T		11405		180		2%

		Whitby T		126780		1995		2%

		Central Huron MU		7340		115		2%

		Blandford-Blenheim TP		7365		115		2%

		Newmarket T		82730		1290		2%

		North Middlesex MU		6135		95		2%

		Dysart et al MU		6160		95		2%

		Wellington		219415		3380		2%

		North Huron TP		4905		75		2%

		Huron-Kinloss TP		6870		105		2%

		Oil Springs VL		655		10		2%

		Minto T		8220		125		2%

		The Blue Mountains T		6935		105		2%

		Clearview TP		13905		210		2%

		Lucan Biddulph TP		4640		70		2%

		Southgate TP		7350		110		1%

		Guelph CY		130085		1910		1%

		Perth South TP		3790		55		1%

		Huron		57830		810		1%

		Perth		75180		1025		1%

		Goderich T		7395		100		1%

		St. Marys T		7040		95		1%

		West Perth MU		8730		115		1%

		South-West Oxford TP		7630		100		1%

		Puslinch TP		7290		95		1%

		North Glengarry TP		9810		125		1%

		Grimsby T		26825		335		1%

		North Perth MU		12940		155		1%

		Pickering CY		90995		1070		1%

		Waterloo CY		103390		1215		1%

		Huron East MU		9000		105		1%

		Bluewater MU		6920		80		1%

		Middlesex Centre MU		16895		195		1%

		Norwich TP		10945		125		1%

		Thames Centre MU		13175		150		1%

		Sundridge VL		880		10		1%

		Lake of Bays TP		3125		35		1%

		Amaranth TP		4075		45		1%

		Burlington CY		180125		1975		1%

		Halton		540975		5460		1%

		Ajax T		119175		1190		1%

		Melancthon TP		3010		30		1%

		Milton T		108935		1045		1%

		Mapleton TP		10520		100		1%

		Caledon T		66220		615		1%

		Malahide TP		9160		85		1%

		Morris-Turnberry MU		3335		30		1%

		Wellesley TP		11260		100		1%

		Toronto C		2691665		23060		1%

		South Bruce MU		5620		45		1%

		Woolwich TP		24440		195		1%

		East Garafraxa TP		2570		20		1%

		Whitchurch-Stouffville T		45345		345		1%

		Brockton MU		9245		70		1%

		Oakville T		191720		1415		1%

		Brampton CY		590950		4325		1%

		Aurora T		54705		400		1%

		Zorra TP		8115		55		1%

		Peel		1372640		9125		1%

		Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh TP		5400		35		1%

		East Zorra-Tavistock TP		6950		45		1%

		Perth East TP		12055		75		1%

		East Hawkesbury TP		3240		20		1%

		Niagara-on-the-Lake T		16880		100		1%

		Mississauga CY		715470		4180		1%

		Enniskillen TP		2655		15		1%

		Bayham MU		7375		40		1%

		York		1100950		5915		1%

		Dawn-Euphemia TP		1965		10		1%

		King TP		24365		115		0%

		Richmond Hill T		193805		510		0%

		Markham CY		327400		735		0%

		Vaughan CY		304145		630		0%

		Pelee TP		145		0		0%

		McMurrich/Monteith TP		855		0		0%

		Kearney T		785		0		0%

		Ryerson TP		695		0		0%

		Joly TP		345		0		0%

		Harris TP		550		0		0%

		Hudson TP		470		0		0%

		Brethour TP		75		0		0%

		Chamberlain TP		335		0		0%

		Jocelyn TP		350		0		0%

		O'Connor TP		635		0		0%
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TRADITIONAL AND 
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What is Traditional Territory? 
 Understandings of  ‘ tradit ional  terr i tory ’  are evolving in the Canadian legal  

context.  The term tradit ional  terr i tory relates to “ancestral  and 
contemporary connections of  Indigenous peoples to a geographic  area” 
(Malone and Chisholm, 2016).   

 In more pract ical  terms,  i t  refers to lands identif ied by Indigenous 
communit ies as the lands histor ical ly  occupied or used by them and their  
ancestors,  and where Indigenous customs and tradit ions were pract iced.  

 Indigenous t ies to land are commonly more f lu id,  communal ,  and spir i tual  
than that of  Euro-Canadians and the frameworks used by the Canadian legal  
system. 

 “Terr itories may be def ined by kinship t ies,  occupation, seasonal  travel  
routes,  trade networks,  management of  resources,  and cultural  and 
l inguist ic  connections to place” (Malone and Chisholm, 2016).  

 For these reasons,  an Indigenous community ’s  connection to a tradit ional  
terr i tory may be dif ferent than common understandings of  property 
ownership,  borders,  and boundaries.   
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Source:  
Tanner ,  H.H.  
and Mik los  
Pinther .  At las  
of  Great  Lakes  
Indian History.  
Norman and 
London:  
Universi ty  of  
Oklahoma 
Press ,  1987.  
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What is Traditional Territory (Cont.)? 

 Indigenous relationships to traditional territories also reflect the 
interwoven histories of different Indigenous peoples who may have 
comparable or diverging connections to the same geographic area. 
Many Indigenous peoples share overlapping traditional territories. 

 These interwoven relationships complicate mapping and the 
identification of traditional territories to specific Indigenous 
peoples. 

 Following the American Revolution, some First Nations were 
relocated from their traditional territories in what is now the United 
States to lands reserved for their use in Canada.

 Relocations away from traditional territories have occurred 
throughout Canadian history and have been caused by numerous 
factors. 

 In some cases, involuntary relocations have resulted in modern-day reserves 
being located far away from a First Nation’s traditional territory. 
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Source:  
Tanner ,  H.H.  
and Mik los  
Pinther . At las  
of  Great  Lakes  
Indian History.  
Norman and 
London:  
Universi ty  of  
Oklahoma 
Press ,  1987.   
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What is Treaty Territory? 
 Treaties are legally-binding instruments through which Indigenous 

lands are ceded to the Crown in return for specific r ights, 
compensation and/or other concessions. Treaties are 
constitutionally protected documents. 

 In Ontario, treaties date from the purchase of land along the 
Niagara River in 1764 to the present day negotiation of a modern 
land claim agreement with Indigenous peoples in the Ottawa River 
watershed.

 “Treaty Territory” can be defined as the geographic area under a 
treaty established between signatory First Nations and the Crown. 

 Different treaties outline different agreements and expectations. 
Since the mid-nineteenth century, they typically provide for 
annuities, land to be held “ in reserve” for the benefit  of a First 
Nation, and harvesting rights.
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Source:  
Government of  
Ontar io  

L ink for  fu l l  
PDF —
https:// f i les .on
tar io.ca/treat ie
s_map_engl ish.
pdf
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https://files.ontario.ca/treaties_map_english.pdf


What is  Treaty Territory (Cont.)?   
 The purpose of  a  t reaty  is  to  prov ide legal  certa inty  over  the geograph ic  area in  

quest ion,  whi le  establ ish ing the legal  parameters  for  the re lat ionship between the 
Crown and the s ignatory  F irs t  Nat ion(s ) ,  inc luding r ights ,  responsibi l i t ies  and 
expectat ions .   

 Ontar io is  ent i re ly  covered by  46 treaties  and agreements .  They were s igned by  the 
Crown between 1764 and 1930.  

 However, certain groups have not entered into treaties and negotiations are ongoing. 

 The Inui t  do not  have t reat ies  in  Ontar io.  

 There are  port ions  of  Ontar io that  have not  been legal ly  ceded through treaty  (e .g .  
the A lgonquin  land c la im area) .  These lands are  subject  to  ongoing land c la im 
negot iat ions .  

 The f i rs t  week of  November is  Treaty Recognit ion Week in  Ontar io.  

 Given the h is tory  of  t reaty-making in  Ontar io ,  a l l  Ontar ians  are  t reaty  people ,  
inc luding both Indigenous and non-Indigenous people .  

 Munic ipal  governments  may wish to engage with  their  Indigenous partners  to 
cons ider  Indigenous understandings  of  the t reaty  h is tory  in  their  area.  

 There are differing perspectives or interpretations about the purpose of treaties by all  parties 
involved. These differences continue and impact how treaties are implemented today. 
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Why are there Land Claims? 

 In many cases, the Crown’s interpretation of existing 
treaties has been contested on the basis that the Crown has 
failed to adequately fulfill its obligations (e.g. survey of 
reserve) or respect Indigenous rights provided under a
treaty (e.g. protection of harvesting rights). 

 Other treaties have been contested due to their general 
inadequacy as legally defensible instruments or because 
they do not reflect the intent of the Indigenous signatories. 
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3 Types of  Land Claims in Ontario

 Comprehensive (Abor ig inal  T i t le )

 Involving Aboriginal title where the Indigenous community asserts that it never 
surrendered its land to the Crown

 Best provincial example is the Algonquin of Ontario negotiation in the Ottawa River 
watershed

 Speci f ic ( Involving reserve land where there is  a  t reaty/ treat ies)

 Where land intended to be reserved for the community was not maintained (e.g. size, 
location, boundary)

 Where land was unlawfully taken or where community injury has occurred due to Crown 
action (e.g. flooding)

 Where current boundaries of a reserve are incorrect or where a First Nation did not 
receive the proper quantity of land as specified in the relevant treaty. 

 Unsold Surrendered Lands

 Community wants the return of land that was surrendered for sale but never sold
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S o u r c e :
I n d i g e n o u s  a n d  
N o r t h e r n  A f f a i r s  
C a n a d a  
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MAP OF THE 
ALGONQUINS
OF ONTARIO 
LAND CLAIM



 Currently, there are 48 ongoing claims that have been 
accepted for negotiation in Ontario. 3 are being researched 
and assessed and 11 settlement agreements are being 
implemented by the Crown.

 Ontario does not expropriate private land when settling a 
land claim as a matter of policy. 

 For further information on land claims in Ontario: 
https://www.ontario.ca/page/current-land-claims
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https://www.ontario.ca/page/current-land-claims


Some examples…
The Algonquin  Comprehens ive  Land Cla im:
 A comprehens ive  c la im to the t radi t ional  terr i tory  of  the A lgonquins (Ottawa River  

watershed) .
 The c la im was or ig inal ly  launched by the A lgonquins of  P ikwakinagan and enlarged to 

inc lude many other  A lgonquin  communit ies .
 During negot iat ions ,  protocols  governing the act iv i t ies  of  the Crown and the F irs t  

Nat ion were put  in  place.  A  formal  munic ipal  engagement  process  was  s tarted in  the 
1990s  involv ing munic ipal i t ies  located with in  the c la im area.  

 An agreement  in  pr inc iple  has  been reached and negot iat ions  toward a f inal  
set t lement  agreement  are  ongoing.  Transferred land wi l l  be  subject  to  munic ipal  
jur isdict ion.

Wi l l iams Treat ies  F i rs t  Nat ions :
 A c la im for  addit ional  compensat ion involv ing the s ignator ies  to the Wi l l iams Treat ies  

of  1923 (Chippewas of  Beausole i l ,  Rama and Georgina Is land and the Miss issaugas of  
Hiawatha,  A lderv i l le ,  Curve Lake and Scugog Is land) .

 The c la im over laps  with  the Robinson Huron Treaty  and the A lgonquin  comprehensive  
c la im.  The t reat ies  a lso cover  land inc luded in  pre-confederat ion t reat ies  ( i .e .  basket  
c lause) .

Robinson Huron Treaty :

 The southern and eastern boundaries  of  the Robinson Huron Treaty  are  not  
geograph ica l ly  def ined in  the Treaty .  Treaty  maps prov ided by  Canada have depicted 
var ious  locat ions .

Note  – On al l  of  these land c la ims and any others ,  contact  the Minis try  of  Indigenous 
Af fa irs  for  further  informat ion . Page 

24

LAND CLAIMS 



Note –
Language in 
this section 
was taken 
from each 
organization’s 
website. 
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Chiefs of Ontario (COO) — http://www.chiefs-of-ontar io.org/

 The Chiefs of  Ontario is  a pol i t ical  forum and secretar iat  for  
col lect ive decis ion-making,  act ion,  and advocacy for  the 133 
First  Nations communit ies located within the boundaries of  
the province of  Ontario.  

 Guided by the Chiefs in  Assembly,  we uphold self -
determination efforts of  the Anishinaabek, Mushkegowuk,  
Onkwehonwe, and Lenape Peoples in  protect ing and 
exercis ing their  inherent and Treaty r ights.

Anishinabek Nation — http://www.anishinabek.ca/

 The Anishinabek Nation incorporated the Union of  Ontario 
Indians (UOI)  as i ts  secretar iat  in  1949.

 The UOI is  a pol i t ical  advocate for  40 member First  Nations 
across Ontario.  

 The Union of  Ontario Indians is  the oldest  pol i t ical  
organizat ion in Ontario and can trace i ts  roots back to the 
Confederacy of  Three Fires,  which existed long before 
European contact.
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http://www.chiefs-of-ontario.org/
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Asso c iat io n  o f  I ro q u ois  an d  A l l ied  I n d ians  
( AI AI)  — h ttp s: / /www.aiai .o n.ca/
 T h e  A ssoc i a t i on  o f  I r o q uoi s  an d  A l l i ed  

I n d i an s  (A I A I )  i s  m an d at ed  as  a  P r o v i nc ia l  
T e r r i t or ia l  Or g an i za t ion  (P T O)  t o  d e f end  an d  
e n h an ce  t h e  I n d i g e nou s  an d  t r e a t y  r i g h t s  o f  
t h e i r  m e mber  F i r s t  N at i o n s .

 A I A I  i s  u n i q u e  am o n g  p r o v i n c i a l  asso c ia t ion s  
b e cau se  o f  t h e  d i v ers i t y  o f  i t s  m e m bers .  A I A I  
r e p resen t s  On e i da ,  Mo h aw k ,  De l aw are ,  
P o t aw at omi ,  an d  O j i b w ay  co m mu n i t i es  f r o m  
a l l  ac r o ss  On t ar i o .  

 A I A I  p r o v i des  p o l i t i ca l  r e p resen t a t ion  an d  
p o l i cy  an a l y s i s  i n  a r e as  t h a t  i n c l u d e  h e a l t h ,  
so c i a l  d e ve lopmen t ,  e d u cat ion ,  
i n t e r govern men t a l  a f f a i r s ,  an d  t r e a t y  r i g h t s .

Gran d  C o u n ci l  o f  T reaty  3  ( GC T 3)  –
h ttp s : / /gc t3 .c a/
 T h e  Gr an d  Co u n c i l  T r e a t y  # 3  e x i s t s  i n  t h e  

t e r r i t ory  o f  t h e  A n i sh i n aabe N at i o n .
 I t  p r o tec t s ,  p r e ser ves  an d  e n h an ces  T r e a t y  

an d  A b or i g in a l  r i g h t s .  
 I t  i s  m ad e  u p  o f  28  F i r s t  N at i o n  co m m un i t ies  

[ i n  N W On t ar i o ]  w i t h  a  t o t a l  p o pu l at i on  o f  
ap p rox imate l y  25 ,000 .
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Ni sh nawbe Ask i Nat i o n  ( NAN)  –
h ttp : / /www.nan.o n.ca/
 N i sh n aw be A sk i N at i o n  ( k n o w n  as  Gr an d  

Co u n c i l  T r e a t y  N o .  9  u n t i l  1983 )  w as  
e s t ab l i shed  i n  1973 .

 N A N  i s  a  p o l i t i ca l  t e r r i t or i a l  o r g an i za t i on  
r e p resen t in g  49  F i r s t  N at i o n  co m mu n i t i es  
w i t h i n  n o r t h ern  On t ar i o  w i t h  t h e  t o t a l  
p o pu l at i on  o f  m e m bersh ip  (o n  an d  o f f  r e serve )  
e s t i mat ed ar o u n d 45 ,000  p e op le .

 T h e se  co m mu n i t ies  a r e  g r o u ped b y  T r i b a l  
Co u n c i l s  acco rd in g  t o  r e g i on . S i x  o f  t h e  49  
co m mu n i t i es  a r e  n o t  a f f i l i a t ed  w i t h  a  sp e c i f i c  
T r i b a l  Co u n c i l .

 N A N  e n co mpasses  J am es  Bay  T r e a t y  N o .  9  an d  
On t ar i o ’ s  p o r t ion  o f  T r e a t y  N o .  5 ,  an d  h as  a  
t o t a l  l an d -m ass  co v er i ng  t w o - t h i rds  o f  t h e  
p r o v i n ce  o f  On t ar i o  sp an n i n g  210 ,000  sq u ar e  
m i l e s .

 T h e  p e op le  t r ad i t i ona l ly  sp e ak f o u r  l an g u ag es :   
O j i Cr ee i n  t h e  w e s t ,  O j i b way  i n  t h e  ce n t r a l -
so u t h  a r e a ,  an d  Cr e e  an d  A l g o nqu i n i n  t h e  
e as t .

https://www.aiai.on.ca/
https://gct3.ca/
http://www.nan.on.ca/


M e t i s  N a t i o n  o f  O n t a r i o - ( M N O )  – h t t p : / / w w w . m e t i s n a t i o n . o r g /

 F o u n d e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 9 0 s ,  t h e  M é t i s  N a t i o n  o f  O n t a r i o  ( M N O)  r e p r es e nt s  t h e  c o l l e c t i ve  
a s p i r a t i o n s ,  r i g h t s ,  a n d  i n t e r e s t s  o f  M é t i s  p e o p l e  a n d  c o m m u n i t i es  t h r o u g h ou t  O n t a r i o .  

 T h e  M N O  h a s  a  d e m o c r a t i c ,  p r o v i nc e - w i d e  g o v e r na nc e  s t r u c t u r e .   E v e r y  f o u r  y e a r s  M é t i s  c i t i z en s  
h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i ty  t o  c h o o s e  t h e i r  p r o v i n c i a l  a n d  r e g i o n a l  l e a d e r s h i p  b y  v o t i n g  i n  p r o v i n c e -
w i d e  b a l l o t  b o x  e l e c t i o ns .

 I n  a d d i t i o n ,  M N O  C o m m u n i t y  C o u n c i l s  h a v e  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h ed  t h r o u g ho u t  t h e  p r o v i n c e .  
h t t p : / / w w w . m e t i s n a t i o n . o r g / c o m mu n i t y - c o un c i l s / c o u nc i l - m a p /

 T h e y  g e t  t h e i r  m a n d a t e  t o  s u p p o r t  l o c a l  g o v e r n a n c e  f r o m  t h e  M N O  t h r o u g h  s i g n e d  C o m m u n i t y  
C h a r t e r  a g r e e m en t s ,  a n d  w o r k  c o l l a b or a t i ve l y  w i t h  t h e  M N O  a n d  o t h e r  C o m m u n i t y  C o u n c i l s  t o  
r e p r es en t  t h e  r i g h t s  a n d  i n t e r e s t s  o f  r e g i on a l  r i g h t s - b e a r i ng  M é t i s  c o m m u n i t i es  t h r o u g ho u t  t h e  
p r o v i n c e .

 T h e  M N O  h a s  e s t a b l i s h ed  b i l a t e r a l  a n d  t r i p a r t i t e  p r o c e s s e s  w i t h  t h e  f e d e r a l  a n d  p r o v i n c i a l  
g o v e r nm e nt s  a n d  i n  N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 8  s i g n e d  a n  O n t a r i o - M é t i s  N a t i o n  F r a m e w o r k  A g r ee me n t  w i t h  
t h e  G o v e r n m e nt  o f  O n t a r i o .  

 T h e  M N O  h a s  a  n e g o t i a t ed  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  a g r e e m en t  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  g o v e r n m en t  o n  M é t i s  
h a r v e s t i n g  r i g h t s .  

 T h e  M N O ,  t h r o u g h  i t s  p r o v i n c e - w i d e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  d e l i v e r s  a  r a n g e  o f  p r o g r a ms  a n d  s e r v i c es  i n  
t h e  a r e a s  o f  h e a l t h ,  l a b o u r  m a r k e t  d e v e l o p me nt ,  e d u c a t i on  a n d  h o u s i n g  t o  O n t a r i o  M é t i s  a n d  
o t h e r  I n d i g e n o us  p e o p l e .  
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MÉTIS POLITICAL ORGANIZATIONS

http://www.metisnation.org/


S o u r c e :  M é t i s  N a t i o n  
o f  O n t a r i o / G o o g l e  
M a p s

N o t e  – T h e  s t a r s  
r e p r e s e n t  w h e r e  
M é t i s  N a t i o n  o f  
O n t a r i o  c o m m u n i t y  
c o u n c i l  o f f i c e s  a r e  
l o c a t e d .  T h e  m a p  
d o e s  n o t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  s e t  o u t  
w h e r e  M é t i s  p e o p l e  
h a v e  A b o r i g i n a l  
r i g h t s  o r  t h e  
l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  
t r a d i t i o n a l  
t e r r i t o r i e s .
N o t  a l l  M é t i s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a r e  
c o n n e c t e d  t o  t h e  
M é t i s  N a t i o n  o f  
O n t a r i o .  
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MÉTIS 
COMMUNITY 
COUNCILS 
MAP



Not all  Métis organizations are connected to the Métis Nation of 
Ontario. Other Métis organizations include: 

 Historic Saugeen Métis, based in Southampton
 http://saugeenmetis.com/

 Red Sky Métis Independent Nation, based in Thunder Bay
 http://rsmin.ca/

 Woodlands Metis Tribe (formerly Ontario Métis Aboriginal 
Association)
 http://www.omaa.org/

 Bar River Métis 
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OTHER MÉTIS ORGANIZATIONS

http://saugeenmetis.com/
http://rsmin.ca/
http://www.omaa.org/


Ontario Federation of  Indigenous Friendship Centres (OFIFC) —
http :/ /www.of i fc .org/
 F o u n d e d  i n  1 9 7 1 ,  t h e  O n t a r i o  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  I n d i g e n o us  F r i e n d s h i p  C e n t r e s  ( O F I F C )  w o r k s  t o  

s u p p o r t ,  a d v o c a t e  f o r ,  a n d  b u i l d  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e  2 8  m e m b er  F r i en d sh i p  C e n tr e s  a c r o s s  
O n t a r i o .

 E m e r g i n g  f r o m  a  n a t i o n w i d e ,  g r a s s r o ot s  m o v e m e n t  d a t i n g  b a c k  t o  t h e  1 9 5 0s ,  F r i e n d s h i p  C e n t r e s  
a r e  c o m m u n i t y  h u b s  w h e r e  I n d i g e n o us  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  i n  t o w n s ,  c i t i e s ,  a n d  u r b a n  c e n t r e s  c a n  
a c c e s s  c u l t u r a l l y - b a s e d  a n d  c u l t u r a l l y - a p p r o p r i a t e  p r o g r a m s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  e v e r y  d a y .  

 T o d a y ,  F r i e n d s h i p  C e n t r e s  a r e  d y n a m i c  h u b s  o f  e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l  c o n v e r g en c e  t h a t  c r e a t e  
s p a c e  f o r  I n d i g e n o u s  c o m m u n i t i es  t o  t h r i v e .   F r i e nd s h i p  C e n t r e s  a r e  i d e a  i n c u b a t or s  f o r  y o u n g  
I n d i g e n o us  p e o p l e  a t t a i n i ng  t h e i r  e d u c a t i on  a n d  e m p l o y m en t  g o a l s .  T h e y  a r e  s i t e s  o f  c u l t u r a l  
r e s u r g en c e  f o r  I n d i g e n ou s  f a m i l i es  w h o  w a n t  t o  r a i s e  t h e i r  c h i l d r en  t o  b e  p r o u d  o f  w h o  t h e y  a r e ,  
a n d  t h e y  a r e  s a f e  h a v e n s  f o r  I n d i g e n o u s  c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s  r e q u i r i n g  s u p p o r ts .

 I n  O n t a r i o ,  m o r e  t h a n  8 5  p e r  c e n t  o f  I n d i g e n ou s  p e o p l e  l i v e  i n  u r b a n  c o m m u n i t i e s  [ t h i s  i n c l u d e s  
a l l  m u n i c i p a l  s e t t i n g s ,  i n c l u d i n g  r u r a l ,  r e m o t e ,  n o r t h e r n  a n d  s m a l l  m u n i c i p a l i t i es ] .   T h e  O F I F C  i s  
t h e  l a r g e s t  u r b a n  I n d i g e n o u s  s e r v i c e  n e t w o r k  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  s u p p o r t i n g  t h i s  v i b r a nt ,  d i v e r s e ,  
a n d  q u i c k l y - g r o w i ng  p o p u l a t i o n  t h r o u g h  p r o g r a m s  a n d  i n i t i a t i ve s  t h a t  s p a n  j u s t i c e ,  h e a l t h ,  f a m i l y  
s u p p o r t ,  l o n g - t er m  c a r e ,  h e a l i n g  a n d  w e l l n e s s ,  e m p l o y m en t  a n d  t r a i n i n g ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  r e s e a r c h ,  
a n d  m o r e .

 F r i e n d s h i p  C e n t r e s  r e c e i ve  t h e i r  m a n d a t e  f r o m  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a n d  t h e y  a r e  i n c l u s i ve  o f  a l l  
I n d i g e n o us  p e o p l e  – F i r s t  N a t i o n ,  S t a t u s / No n - S t a tu s ,  M é t i s ,  I n u i t ,  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  s e l f - i d en t i f y  a s  
I n d i g e n o us .
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http://www.ofifc.org/


S o u r c e :  O n t a r i o  
F e d e r a t i o n  o f  
I n d i g e n o u s  
F r i e n d s h i p  C e n t r e s  
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NETWORK 
OF 
FRIENDSHIP 
CENTRES IN 
ONTARIO

1 Red Lake Indian Friendship Centre 2 Ne-Chee Friendship Centre (Kenora) 3 Dryden Native Friendship Centre 4
Nishnawbe-Gamik Friendship Centre (Sioux Lookout) 5 United Native Friendship Centre (Fort Frances) 6 Atikokan Native
Friendship Centre 7 Thunder Bay Indigenous Friendship Centre 8 Thunderbird Friendship Centre (Geraldton) 9 Timmins
Native Friendship Centre Satellite Office (Moosonee) 10 Kapuskasing Indian Friendship Centre 11 Ininew Friendship
Centre (Cochrane) 12 Timmins Native Friendship Centre 13 Indian Friendship Centre (Sault Ste. Marie) 14 N’Swakamok
Native Friendship Centre (Sudbury) 15 North Bay Indigenous Friendship Centre 16 Odawa Native Friendship Centre
(Ottawa) 17 Parry Sound Friendship Centre 18 Georgian Bay Native Friendship Centre (Midland) 19 M’Wikwedong Native
Cultural Resource Centre (Owen Sound) 20 Barrie Native Friendship Centre 21 Nogojiwanong Friendship Centre
(Peterborough) 22 Toronto Council Fire Native Cultural Centre 23 Peel Aboriginal Network (Mississauga) 24 Hamilton
Regional Indian Centre 25 Niagara Regional Native Centre (Niagara-on-the-Lake) 26 Fort Erie Native Friendship Centre 27
N’Amerind Friendship Centre (London) 28 Sarnia-Lambton Native Friendship Centre 29 Can-Am Indian Friendship Centre
of Windsor



O n t a r io  N a t i v e  W o m e n ’ s  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( O N W A )  —
h t t p : / / w w w . o n w a . c a /
 O N W A  i s  a  n o t  f o r  p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i on  t h a t  w a s  

e s t a b l i s he d  i n  1 9 7 1  t o  e m p o w e r  a n d  s u p p o r t  
I n d i g e n o us  w o m e n  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  t h r o u g ho u t  t h e  
P r o v i n c e  o f  O n t a r i o .

 A f f i l i a t ed  w i t h  t h e  N a t i v e  W o m e n ’ s  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  
C a n a d a  ( N W A C) ,  O N W A  e n c o u r a g es  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i on  o f  
A b o r i g i n a l  w o m e n  i n  t h e  d e v e l op m en t  o f  F e d e r a l ,  
P r o v i n c i a l ,  M u n i c i p a l / Lo c a l  g o v e r n me nt  p o l i c i es  t h a t  
i m p a c t  t h e i r  l i v e s  a n d  e n s u r es  i s s u e s  a f f e c t i n g  
A b o r i g i n a l  w o m e n  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i es  a r e  h e a r d  a t  k e y  
g o v e r nm e nt  t a b l e s .

 O N W A  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  p r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  
s t r e n g t h en  c o m m u n i t i es  a n d  g u a r a n t ee  t h e  
p r e s e r va t i on  o f  A b o r i g i n a l  c u l t u r e ,  i d e n t i t y ,  a r t ,  
l a n g u a g e ,  a n d  h e r i t a g e .  

 E n d i n g  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  A b o r i g i n a l  w o m e n  a n d  t h e i r  
f a m i l i e s  a n d  e n s u r i n g  e q u a l  a c c e s s  t o  j u s t i c e ,  
e d u c a t i on ,  h e a l t h ,  e n v i r o nm e nt a l  s t e w a r d s h i p  a n d  
e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m en t ,  s i t s  a t  t h e  c o r n e r s to n e  o f  t h e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n .   O N W A  i n s i s t s  o n  s o c i a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  
w e l l - b e i n g  f o r  a l l  A b o r i g i n a l  w o m e n  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i es ,  
s o  t h a t  a l l  w o m e n ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t r i b a l  h e r i t a g e  m a y  
l i v e  t h e i r  b e s t  l i v e s .

O n t a r io  C o a l i t i on  o f  I n d i g e n ou s  P e o p l e  —
H t t p : / / w w w . o - c i p . c a /e n /
 O C I P  i s  a n  a d v o c a c y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  

O n t a r i o  t h a t  r e p r es e nt s  t h e  r i g h t s  a n d  
i n t e r e s t s  o f  o f f - r es e r ve  I n d i g e n o us  
p e o p l e s  ( M é t i s ,  S t a t u s  a n d  n o n - S t a t u s  
I n d i a n s )  l i v i n g  i n  u r b a n ,  r u r a l  a n d  r e m o t e  
a r e a s  t h r o u g h ou t  t h e  p r o v i nc e .  

T u n g a su v vi n g a t I n u i t  —
h t t p : / / t u n g a s u vv i ng a t i nu i t . c a /
 T u n g a s uv v i n g a t I n u i t  i s  a n  I n u i t - s p e c i f i c ,  

p r o v i n c i a l  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d er  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  
s o c i a l  s u p p o r t ,  c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  
c o u n s e l l i n g  a n d  c r i s i s  i n t e r ve n t i on  a s  a  
o n e - s to p  r e s o u r c e  c e n t r e  t o  m e e t  t h e  
r a p i d l y  g r o w i n g ,  c o m p l e x  a n d  e v o l v i n g  
n e e d s  o f  I n u i t  i n  O n t a r i o .
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http://www.onwa.ca/
http://www.o-cip.ca/en/
http://tungasuvvingatinuit.ca/
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PROVINCIAL, FEDERAL 
AND OTHER 
RESOURCES



Ontario
 On Treaties in Ontario: 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/treaties
 On the Province’s response to reconciliation: 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/journey-together-ontarios-
commitment-reconciliation-indigenous-peoples

 On the Duty to Consult: https://www.ontario.ca/page/duty-
consult-aboriginal-peoples-ontario

 On land claims: https://www.ontario.ca/page/about-land-
claims

 Municipal-aboriginal Relationships Case Studies: 
http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page6054.aspx

 Urban Indigenous Action Plan: 
https://www.ontario.ca/page/urban-indigenous-action-plan
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PROVINCIAL RESOURCES

https://www.ontario.ca/page/treaties
https://www.ontario.ca/page/journey-together-ontarios-commitment-reconciliation-indigenous-peoples
https://www.ontario.ca/page/duty-consult-aboriginal-peoples-ontario
https://www.ontario.ca/page/about-land-claims
http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page6054.aspx
https://www.ontario.ca/page/urban-indigenous-action-plan


Source:  
Government of  
Ontar io  

L i n k  —
h t t p s : / / w w w . o n t a r
i o . c a / p a g e/ m a p -
o n t a r i o - t r ea t i es -
a n d - r e s er v es
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NEW 
INTERACTIVE 
MAP OF 
ONTARIO 
TREATIES 
AND 
RESERVES

https://www.ontario.ca/page/map-ontario-treaties-and-reserves


Canada
 On reconciliation: https://www.aadnc-

aandc.gc.ca/eng/1400782178444/1400782270488
 The Aboriginal and Treaty Rights Information System 

(contains interactive maps of treaties and claims, 
information including Community Profiles, Treaties and 
Agreements, Court Cases and Claims): http://sidait-
atris.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/atris_online/home-accueil.aspx

 The Consultation and Information Service:
https://www.aadnc-
aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100014686/1100100014687#sec2
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FEDERAL RESOURCES

https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1400782178444/1400782270488
http://sidait-atris.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/atris_online/home-accueil.aspx
https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100014686/1100100014687


 The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples: 
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.
pdf

 The Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to Action: 
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Finding
s/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf

 OFIFC’s Indigenous Cultural Competency Training: 
http://www.ofifc.org/indigenous-cultural-competency-
training-icct

 21 Tips for Local Governments (Indigenous Corporate 
Training Inc): https://www.ictinc.ca/free-
ebooks?hsCtaTracking=87c5fddb-375b-4b9f-bde6-
2e3316410907%7C1e50b5e1-2377-4d31-988b-897012bfe843
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OTHER RESOURCES 

http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Findings/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf
http://www.ofifc.org/indigenous-cultural-competency-training-icct
https://www.ictinc.ca/free-ebooks?hsCtaTracking=87c5fddb-375b-4b9f-bde6-2e3316410907|1e50b5e1-2377-4d31-988b-897012bfe843
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TIPS FOR ADVANCING 
MUNICIPAL-

INDIGENOUS 
RELATIONS



 Ge t  t o  k n o w  F i r s t  N at i o n ,  Mé t i s  an d  o t h e r  I n d i g e nou s  co m mu n i t i es  l i v i n g  n e ar  o r  w i t h i n  
y o u r  m u n i c i pa l i ty  as  p ar t  o f  co n t i n u ou s  m u n i c i pa l  p r ac t i ce ,  i n c l u d in g  t h e i r  l e aders  an d  
s t a f f .  

 Do  y o u r  r e search  t o  u n d e rst and  t h e  h i s t o ry  o f  t h e  l an d  i n  y o u r  a r e a ,  i n c l u d in g  t r e a t ies  an d  
I n d i g en ou s  h i s t o r ies .  

 De v e lop  g o o d  w o r k i ng  r e l a t i on sh ips  w i t h  I n d i g e nou s  co m mu n i t i es ,  p o l i t i ca l  o r g an i zat i on s  
an d  se r v i ce  p r o v i der s l o ca t ed  n e ar  o r  w i t h i n  y o u r  m u n i c i pa l i t y  t o  b e  ab l e  t o  p r o du ct i ve ly  
d e a l  w i t h  i s su e s  t o g e t her  as  t h e y  a r i se .  

 T ak e  y o u r  t i m e :  t r u s t  an d  b u i l d in g  g o o d  r e l a t ion sh i ps  sh o u l d  n o t  b e  r u sh e d.  

 I n t r o du ce  y o u r se l f :  I n d i g e nou s  l e aders  an d  se r v ice  p r ov iders  w i l l  w an t  t o  g e t  t o  k n o w  w h o  
y o u  ar e .  

 S e n d  n e i g h b our in g  F i r s t  N at i o n s  n o t i ce  o f  m u n i c i pa l  co n su l t a t i on s  – ask  w h at  t y p e  o f  
p r o cesses  t h e y  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  b e  n o t i f i ed  ab o u t  an d  ask  h o w  t h e y  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  p ar t i c i pat e  
i n  e x i s t in g  s t a t u t o r y  m u n i c i pa l  co n su l t a t ion  p r o cesses .  

 I d e n t i fy  p a t h w ay s  t o  r e ach  o u t  t o  I n d i g en ou s  co m m u ni t y  m e mbers  t o  o b t a i n  t h e i r  
p e r spec t i ves  an d  f e e dback  o n  m u n i c i pa l  i n i t i a t i ves  as  p ar t  o f  e x i s t i n g  m u n i c i pa l  p u b l i c  
co n su l t a t ion  p r o cesses .  

 T h r o u g h  w o r k i ng  an d  t a l k i n g  w i t h  y o u r  I n d i g en ou s  n e i g h b ours ,  t h e  l o ca l  I n d i g en ou s  
co m mu n i ty  an d  l o ca l  I n d i g en ou s  se r v ice  p r o v iders ,  g e t  an  o n g o i n g  u n d e rst and i n g  o f  
co m mon  i n t e r est s  y o u  sh ar e  an d  can  w o r k  o n  t o g e th er .  

 I t  m ay  b e  u se f u l  t o  u n d e rst an d  y o u r  I n d i g en ou s  n e i g h bou rs ’  i n t e r pret a t ion  o f  t h e i r  
A b o r ig in a l  an d  T r e a t y  R i g h t s ,  as  w e l l  as  an y  l an d  c l a i m s  (e s t ab l i shed  o r  asse r ted )  t h a t  m ay  
i m p act  y o u r  m u n i c i pa l i t y .  
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Email us to get in touch! 

Monika Turner, Director of Policy, mturner@amo.on.ca
Leslie Muñoz, Policy Advisor, lmunoz@amo.on.ca

mailto:mturner@amo.on.ca
mailto:lmunoz@amo.on.ca
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