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CMHC Housing Starts Data



- How does CMHC collect housing starts data?

- How does CMHC define a new construction start 

versus a conversion start?

- Does CMHC track all dwelling types that count 

towards municipal housing targets?



Source: CMHC

1. Monthly building permit reports collected from municipalities

2. Permits for new residential construction, conversions and demolitions 

reviewed and entered into our database for tracking

3. Field enumerators receive permits to track and visit construction sites, 

recording starts (new construction only), completions & absorption 

information 

4. Monthly data released on the 11th working day of the next month 



Source: CMHC

1. Non-residential structure converted to residential 
structure

2. Existing residential structure has units added using 
only existing foundation (secondary unit*)

3. New house built on an existing foundation.

4. Existing residential structure has units reconstructed 
resulting in fewer units, on an existing foundation.

5. Residential structure converted to non-residential 
structure.

6. Existing residential unit(s) within an existing mixed-
structure removed or converted to non-residential 
space.



Source: CMHC
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Source: City of Vaughan, City of Mississauga



Source: CMHC

- Dwellings without their own entrance, kitchen and bathroom 

(nursing homes*, student housing*, hostels)

- Dwellings not permanently attached to a site (mobile 

homes)

- Dwellings unsuitable for year-round occupancy (summer 

cottages)



Source: CMHC

CMHC Data Tables 

New construction starts

Conversion starts

https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/professionals/housing-markets-data-and-research/housing-data/data-tables/housing-market-data


Source: CMHC

CMHC Housing Market Information Portal

New 
construction 
starts

https://www03.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/hmip-pimh/en#TableMapChart/35/2/Ontario
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Thank you!
Anthony Passarelli

Lead Economist (Southern Ontario)

apassare@cmhc-schl.gc.ca

416-250-3234
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