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Agenda

1. Th e  EDA:   
W h o  We  Are
A Closer Look at the 
EDA and its Members

2. The Power of     
Local Hydro
Levering the Power of 
Partnership with LDCs

3. Powering Ontario’s 
Energy Transition
A Critical Role for the 
LDC of the Future

4. Collaborative 
Success Stories
Member Case Studies:

 SSMPUC

 Ale c t ra  Ut ilit ie s

 Lo nd o n  Hyd ro  

 Hyd ro  O t t awa

5 . Bu ild in g  o n  Su cce ss : 
Th e  Pa t h  Fo rwa rd
Le sso ns  Le a rne d  a nd  
Fu t u re  Co lla b o ra t ive  
O p p o rt un it ie s
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Who Are We

Miss io n

The EDA exists to provide local distribution 
companies with the valued industry knowledge, 
networking opportunities and collective action 
vital to the business success of each member.

Vision  

To shape the future for LDCs to be the premier 
service providers to Ontarians in the evolving 
energy system.
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The Power of Local Hydro
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EDA members deliver safe, reliable, and affordable electricity 
across Ontario – at a transformative time.



The Power of Local Hydro
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 10 0 + ye a rs  o f g ra ss ro o t s  co m m unit y e ng a g e m e nt  

 Lo c a l hyd ro  u t ilit ie s  a re  o n  t he  fro n t  lin e s  o f p o we r

 Est a b lishe d  re la t io nsh ip s  w it h  o ur +5  m illio n  cu s t o m e rs , 
inc lud ing  m unic ip a lit ie s

 Ou r Cu s t o m e rs  a re  yo u r Co n s t it u e n t s . Our m e m b e rs  
have  t he ir fing e rs  o n  t he  p u lse  o f w ha t  Ont a ria ns  wa nt  
fro m  t he ir e le c t ric it y sys te m . 

 Lo c a l hyd ro  u t ilit ie s  a re  a lre a d y  co m m it t e d  p a rt n e rs  in  
yo ur co m m unit y t ha t  wo rk to  a t t ra c t  inve s t m e nt  a nd  
p owe r e co no m ic  g row t h

EDA MEMBERS:

$30 BILLION 
IN ASSETS

11,000  
FULL -TIME JOBS

CONTRIBUTE  

HUNDREDS OF 
MILLIONS 

OF DOLLARS TO PUBLIC 
REVENUES EVERY YEAR

UNDERTAKE OVER 

$2.4 BILLION 
IN CAPITAL SPENDING 

ANNUALLY

SERVE 5.4 MILLION 
ONTARIO CUSTOMERS



Powering the Energy Transition 

In n o va t io n  will increasingly drive the success of the sector and customer value.

EDA Strategic focus: 

 De fin ing  a  Ce n t ra l ro le  fo r  LDCs  in  Ont a rio ’s  Ene rg y Tra ns it io n .

 Grid  Inve s t m e n t s  to  Sup p o rt  t he  Ele c t rific a t io n  o f Ont a rio ’s  Eco no m y.

 Mo d e rn ize d  Re g u la t o ry  Pa t hwa y  to  fa c ilit a t e  innova t io n .

Co lla b o ra t io n  b e t we e n  m unic ip a lit ie s  a nd  lo c a l hyd ro  u t ilit ie s  w ill b e  im p e ra t ive  
to  sup p o rt  Ont a rio ’s  Ene rg y Tra ns it io n .
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Sm a rt  Grid  & Ele c t r ific a t io n  o f Alg o m a  St e e l

 Canada’s 1s t  Co m m unit y-W id e  Sm a rt  Grid  
re d uce s  o u t a g e s , co s t s , a nd  GHG e m iss io ns .

 Sup p o rt ing  Ele c t rific a t io n  o f Alg o m a  Ste e l 
Arc  Furna ce s  – 70 % re d uc t io n  in  GHG.

 PUC Tra nsm iss io n  w ill he lp  m e e t  t he  
co m m unit y’s  ne e d s  a nd  a cco m m o d a te  new  
o p p o rt un it ie s  fo r g row t h  a nd  d ive rs ific a t io n  
w hile  lowe ring  GHG e m iss io ns .
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No n -W ire s  Alt e rn a t ive s  De m o n s t ra t io n  Pro je c t

 North America’s 1 s t  d is t rib u t io n-leve l lo c a l 
e le c t ric it y m a rke t . 

 Pe a k De m a nd  Ac t iva t io n  -  1st  t im e  t ha t  DERs 
se c ure d  t h ro ug h  a  lo c a l c a p a c it y a uc t io n  
use d  to  a llevia te  lo c a l p e a k d e m a nd

 Yo rk Re g io n  m unic ip a lit ie s , inc lud ing  
Va ug ha n , Ma rkha m  a nd  Ric hm o nd  Hill
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YORK REGION



Ra p id  Tra n s it  Lin e  DT Lo n d o n  t o  Hig hwa y  4 0 1 

 Close working relationship between London 
Hyd ro  a nd  t he  Cit y o f Lo nd o n .

 Ta ske d  w it h  re lo c a t ing  in fra s t ruc t ure  a nd  
co m p le t ing  c a p it a l re newa l a nd  sys te m  
e nha nce m e nt  p ro je c t s .

 Lo nd o n Hyd ro  leve ra g e d  in te rna l re so urce s  
a nd  exte rna l co nsu lt a n t s  to  m e e t  t he  c it y 's  
sc he d ule .
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LONDON
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OTTAWA
Bu ild in g  a  Su s t a in a b le  & Re lia b le  En e rg y  Fu t u re  

• Po rt a g e  Powe r, Hyd ro  O t t awa ’s  re newa b le  
e ne rg y a ffilia t e , o p e ra te s  131 MW  o f g e ne ra t io n  
c a p a c it y, m a king  it  Ont a rio ’s  la rg e s t  m unic ip a lly-
ow ne d  p ro d uce r o f c le a n  e le c t ric it y.

• Le a d  ro le  in  t ra ns it io n ing  O t t awa ’s  d ie se l p ub lic  
t ra ns it  fle e t  to  no n-e m it t ing  e le c t ric  b use s .

• An exce p t io na l re s to ra t io n  e ffo rt  fo llow ing  b o t h  
t he  May 20 22 d e re c ho  s to rm  a nd  Ap ril 20 23  ice  
s to rm . 



Building on Success: The Path Forward
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 Co n n e c t  w it h  yo u r LDC – Our Custo m e rs  a re  Yo ur Co nst it ue n t s . Ma in t a in  re g u la r 
d ia lo g ue  w it h  yo ur LDC a nd  re a p  t he  b e ne fit s .

 Le ve ra g e  t h e  Po we r o f Lo ca l Hyd ro  – Yo ur lo c a l u t ilit y is  a  co m m it te d  p a rt ne r in  
b u ild ing  fu t ure  m unic ip a l in fra s t ruc t ure . Ut ilize  t he  know le d g e  o f yo ur lo c a l u t ilit y. 

 Kn o w le d g e  is  Po we r – Le a rn  m o re  a b o ut  Ont a rio ’s  e ne rg y se c to r. The  EDA p rovid e s  
c rit ic a l in fo rm a t io n  t h ro ug h  o ur re se a rch , sub m iss io ns , p ro fe ss io na l d eve lo p m e nt  
a nd  ne t wo rking  o p p o rt un it ie s .

 Em p o we r Yo u r Co m m u n it y  – Co lla b o ra te  w it h  yo ur LDC a nd  he lp  d rive  Ont a rio ’s  
e ne rg y t ra ns it io n .



EDA Thought Leadership
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En e rg y  a n d  Ele c t r ific a t io n  Pa n e l 
Su b m iss io n  (p ic tu re d )

Po we r t o  Co n n e c t  – On t a rio ’s  
En e rg y  Tra n s fo rm a t io n  J o u rn e y

 Advancing Customer -Driven 
Electricity Solutions for Ontario

 A Roadmap to a Brighter Ontario

 Supporting Changing Customer Needs

Net Zero – The Power of 
Sustainability

 The Power of Sustainability

Connecting Devices – Distributed 
Energy Resources (DER)

 A Best Practice Guide for Standardized 
Distributed Energy Resource Connections 
Version 1.0

 A Best Practice Guide for Standardized 
Distributed Energy Resource Connections 
Version 2.0

Charging Ahead – Electrification

 Electricity Distributors Association Position 
Paper on Electrified Transportation

 The Local Distribution Company Role in 
Electric Vehicle Charging & Electrification 
Development

https://www.eda-on.ca/Portals/81/Documents/Submissions%20-%20Other/EDA%20%20Comments%20on%20the%20Electrification%20and%20Energy%20Transition%20Panel%20-%20June%2030_2023.pdf
https://www.eda-on.ca/Advocacy/Research-and-Reports/Power-To-Connect-Feb2017
https://www.eda-on.ca/Advocacy/Research-and-Reports/Power-To-Connect-Feb2017
https://www.eda-on.ca/Advocacy/Research-and-Reports/Power-to-Connect-A-Roadmap-to-a-Brighter-Ontario
https://www.eda-on.ca/Power-to-Connect-Series-Supporting-Changing-Customer-Needs-The-Local-Distribution-Company-Role-in-Enabling-Operating-Distributed-Energy-Resources
https://www.eda-on.ca/The-Power-of-Sustainability-Form
https://www.eda-on.ca/Portals/81/Documents/Reports/EDA_Connecting%20Devices_Version%201_Nov.%202019_Final.pdf
https://www.eda-on.ca/Portals/81/Documents/Reports/EDA_Connecting%20Devices_Version%201_Nov.%202019_Final.pdf
https://www.eda-on.ca/Portals/81/Documents/Reports/EDA_Connecting%20Devices_Version%201_Nov.%202019_Final.pdf
https://www.eda-on.ca/Report-Download-Form
https://www.eda-on.ca/Report-Download-Form
https://www.eda-on.ca/Report-Download-Form
https://www.eda-on.ca/Charging-Ahead-Report-Download-Form
https://www.eda-on.ca/Charging-Ahead-Report-Download-Form
https://www.eda-on.ca/Charging-Ahead-20-Download-Form
https://www.eda-on.ca/Charging-Ahead-20-Download-Form
https://www.eda-on.ca/Charging-Ahead-20-Download-Form


 J a n u a ry  16  – 18  EDIST 20 24  Co n fe re n ce  & Exh ib it io n      
   (Electricity, Distribution, Information Systems and Technology)    

 Ma rch  25   ENERCOM Co n fe re n ce     

 Ma rch  25   EDA Awa rd s  Ga la     

 Oct o b e r 7  – 9  20 24  CUEE        
   (Ca na d ia n  Ut ilit y Eng ine e ring  a nd  Eq u ip m e nt  Tra d e  Show )

 J a n u a ry  14  – 16  EDIST 20 25  Co n fe re n ce  & Exh ib it io n     
   (Ele c t ric it y, Dist rib u t io n , In fo rm a t io n  Syste m s a nd  Te c hno lo g y)  

2 0 24
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EDA Events
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Questions?



Contact
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Te re sa  Sa rke s ia n
President & CEO
tsarkesian@eda -on.ca

Ted Wigdor
Vice President, Policy, Government       
& Corporate Affairs
twigdor@eda -on.ca

Mike Chopowick
Vice President, Marketing, Communications 
& Member Relations
mchopowick@eda -on.ca

mailto:tsarkesian@eda-on.ca
mailto:twigdor@eda-on.ca
mailto:mchopowick@eda-on.ca
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