
Collision at the intersection of 
Voter Turnout, Civic 
Engagement, and Incivility



Crowded intersection
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A “Confluence of Concerns”
• Concern 1: Growing incivility and toxicity in local politics

• Concern 2: Civic engagement is being restricted

• Concern 3: Steadily declining candidate registrations

• Concern 4: Rapidly declining voter turnout
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#1 Incivility and Toxicity
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#2 Civic Engagement



#3 Declining turnout
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#3 Declining turnout



#3 Declining turnout



#4 Declining candidate registration



#4 Declining candidate registration



13

Let’s talk:
How have you seen these issues 
surface in your community?



14

Let’s talk:
How are these issues impacting 
your ability to do lead?
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Clearing the Collision
Strengthening Local Democracy

• Local Democracy Accelerator

• Democratic Engagement Solutions Bank

• Voter turnout framework

• Civility & Anti-Harassment Strategy
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Clearing the Collision
Strengthening Local Democracy

• Youth Engagement & Civic Education

• Public Affairs Campaign

• Healthy Democracy Forums
• Today!: Rural Healthy Democracy Forum
• October 18 & 19: 2nd Healthy Democracy Forum
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Voter Turnout: Motivation & Barriers
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Voter Turnout: Motivation & Barriers
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Voter Turnout: Motivation & Barriers
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Voter Turnout: Motivation & Barriers
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Voter Turnout: Motivation & Barriers



Hope, Optimism, and Partnerships
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Let’s talk:
How is your community working 
to clear the collision and 
strengthen your local democracy?
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