AMO x Apathy is Boring:
Youth and Local Democracy




Youth perceptions

When it comes to feeling like their voice is heard in local government, youth (and the entire
sample) tend to land on the disagree — strongly disagree end of the scale more so than the other
way.

People like me don't have a say about
what the municipal government doas.
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Youth perceptions

Youth are more likely than older age brackets (31 and up) to indicate that they feel like local
government and local have less impact on their lives
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Few say municipal government has no impact on their lives however the degree of impact is lower compared to other levels of
government. Perception of impact does play a role in whether or not an individual votes municipally, but it has a much stronger
relationship with awareness (meaning, those who can name their municipal representatives), and whether or not someons is

actively involved at the municipal level,
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Youth don’t feel heard.

0 Youth are unfamiliar with how municipal
government works; find it complicated.

Municipal government is seen as having less
impact than provincial and federal tiers.




Create and communicate the
“Sandbox” for innovation.

Incorporate feedback and
be responsive to youth.

Empower youth in decision
making.

Heal
A M a D::'l:rl::j:acy Project




Incorporate (culturally
appropriate) mentorship
opportunities for supplemental
support.

Prioritize anti-oppression
training and tools.

Reinforce the value
of the skills,
experience and
power of young
people.

A M Healthy
Democracy Project




Right now is the best time to act and start
Implementing positive changes to municipal
engagement strategies for and with youth.

Municipalities have the power, resources, knowledge
and interest to increase youth understanding and
knowledge of local government.




Let’s talk:

How have you successfully
engaged youth in your
communities?

a Mﬂ Healthy
.’ Democracy Project
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