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Planning Canada’s Second 

Deep Geological Repository:

Your Voice Matters



We are the Nuclear 

Waste Management 

Organization
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Nuclear energy 

powers our 

homes, 

businesses

and cities. 

   Nuclear 

medicine

saves lives
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A. Surface facilities

B. Central services area

C. Placement rooms

D. Excavated Rock 

Management Area 

How a deep geological repository 

protects people and the environment
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2nd Siting Process Timeline

Integrated 
Strategy for 
Radioactive 

Waste

Pre-Siting Site Selection
Regulatory 

Process
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ILW

• Medical isotopes  

• Equipment/ parts inside 
the reactor that help 
make electricity

• Filters that clean the 
water in the reactor

HLW: Non-fuel

• Components that 
generate medical 
isotopes

 

HLW: Fuel

• CANDU fuel bundle

• New nuclear reactors fuel 

Examples: ILW & HLW



7

Free, Prior and 

Informed Consent 

(FPIC) and the right 

to self-determination

Customary 

decision-making 

processes of the 

communities

Collective decision-

making by the rights 

holders

Flexible, iterative, 

adaptive and 

responsive to 

community concerns

Consent-based Siting Process
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What are the options for host location(s)?

In a new deep geological 

repository located in a 

province with a current or 

prospective interest in 

nuclear energy

New Location

In a combination of both 

scenarios 

Hybrid
In the same location as 

the first repository (for 

used nuclear fuel)

Co-Location

NEW LOCATION

CO-LOCATION HYBRID

Only an option if existing 

host communities express 

interest



How are we 

engaging during 

pre-siting?
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Honouring Past Input: Principles of the Siting Process
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Promote 

Reconciliation
Manage Canada’s 

nuclear waste

Select a Site Safety



Honouring 
past input

Proposed 
Siting Process

Your input 
today:       

siting process

Incorporates learning

Indigenous interest/ led early

Relationship building

Capacity 

Community decision making
Confidence in Safety

Community driven learning

Collaborative Hosting Agreement

Off ramp until a final decision

20+years Engagement

Consent based

Voluntary Entry

Centralized DGR

Relationship driven
Transportation 

This generation (2050)

What are the strengths?

What you would add/ change?

What do people need to know to 

enter?

What if we get 30 communities?
Are there principles missing?

What does an expression of 

interest encompass?



• Indigenous-centered
– Prioritize engagement with Indigenous 

communities, respecting and honouring 

rightsholders and Free, Prior and Informed 

Consent

• Informed by NWMO lessons learned 
– Honour 20+ years of input from First Nation 

and Métis peoples and Canadians

• Using recognized good practices
– Core Values and Ethics of the International 

Association of Public Participation and the 

International Association of Facilitators 

Public Engagement on the 
Proposed Site Selection 
Process - Principles
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Help us Improve!

Thank you * Miigwech * Marsi * Merci
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Workshop 

Questions
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Activities of the 

Proposed 

Siting Process

• Builds on first siting process learnings 

and 20+ years of input

• Reflects input from Indigenous and 

municipal communities

• Intended as a navigation tool vs. a 

precise process

• Flexible, adaptive, iterative 
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